
POLICY FOR PETS OR ANIMALS 
for the  

STANISLAUS REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY

EXCLUSIONS 

This policy does not apply to animals that are used to assist persons with disabilities. Assistive 
animals are allowed in all public housing facilities with no restrictions other than those imposed 
on all tenants to maintain their units and associated facilities in a decent, safe, and sanitary 
manner, to refrain from disturbing their neighbors, and to refrain from damaging the unit. 

PETS IN PUBLIC HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 

When final HUD regulations on pet ownership are issued and when a resident has complied with 
the following Housing Authority pet ownership conditions, the Housing Authority will allow for 
ownership of pets by any resident family and elderly and/or disabled families. 

APPROVAL 

Residents must have the prior approval of the Housing Authority before moving a pet into their 
unit. Residents must request approval on the Authorization for Pet Ownership Form that must be 
fully completed and all terms complied with before the Housing Authority will approve the request. 
In addition, the resident shall have a history of behavior which would tend to indicate that they are 
likely to comply with the additional rules and regulations associated with the keeping of pets. 

TYPES OF PETS 

The Housing Authority will allow only domesticated dogs, cats, birds, fish, rodents, turtles, and 
other animals allowed by law or ordinance in units. All dogs and cats must be neutered and or 
spayed. 

The animal(s) shall be of a size and temperament so as to not pose an unreasonable threat of 
property damage or threat to the health or safety of neighbors or Housing Authority employees 
due to viciousness or improper control of animal waste. Any animal deemed to be “aggressive or 
territorial” or potentially harmful to the health or safety of others (including other pets) including 
attack or fight trained dogs or prohibited by law or ordinance will not be allowed.  Determinations 



on the “aggressive or territorial” or potentially harmful nature of a pet will be made according to 
established data bases on “pet temperament” such as Cyberpet and PetSmart data bases.  In all 
cases where a proposed pet has been disapproved because of incompatible temperament, a copy 
of the data base “print-out” indicating the incompatibility will be provided to the resident and a 
copy, along with all other relevant information relating to the request, will be maintained in the 
resident's file. 

For all requests for dogs, the resident must provide written documentation from a Vet or other 
competent professional of the dog's breed or breed mixture.  In cases where the breed of the 
proposed dog is “mixed”, residents will be responsible to provide the Housing Authority with a 
written determination from a Vet or other competent professional identifying the various “breeds” 
of the dog.  The various breeds will then be compared to the databases.  An “aggressive or 
territorial” or potentially harmful result for any of the dog's breeds will result in the denial of the 
request.  

No animal may exceed thirty (30) pounds in weight. 

INOCULATIONS, LICENCING, AND PET IDENTIFICATION 

In order to be authorized, pets, as applicable, must be appropriately licensed and inoculated 
against rabies, distemper, parvo shots and other conditions prescribed by local ordinances.  

For pets not totally confined to the interior of the unit, residents must provide a color photograph 
of the animal.   

Pet owners shall be required to attach copies of licensing documents, immunization certifications, 
breed identification documentation, and proof of spaying/neutering to the application form at the 
time they seek approval from the Housing Authority to keep a pet. 

Except for authorized birds, fish and other similar animals, the Housing Authority will issue a “Pet 
Tag” that must be worn along with the proper pet “license” on a collar at all times by any 
authorized pet. 

HUMANE CONFINEMENT 

The dwelling unit shall have adequate amenities, such as a yard and sufficient fencing, to allow 
proper humane confinement of the animal(s) and to prevent the disturbance of neighbors. In 
projects where no fences exist, the animal(s) shall be of a size and temperament so as to be able to 



be properly confined to the interior of the unit. 

PET DEPOSIT 

A pet deposit of $25 - 200.00 is required at the time of registering a pet. The deposit varies, 
depending on the pet selected, the unit, and the amenities of the unit, like carpeting. The deposit is 
refundable when the pet or the family vacate the unit, less any amounts owed due to damage 
beyond normal wear and tear. 

FINANCIAL OBLIGATION OF RESIDENTS 

Any resident who owns or keeps a pet in their dwelling unit will be required to pay for any damages 
caused by the pet. Also, any pet-related insect infestation in the pet owner's unit will be the 
financial responsibility of the pet owner and the Housing Authority reserves the right to 
exterminate and charge the resident. 

NUISANCE OR THREAT TO HEALTH OR SAFETY 

The pet and its living quarters must be maintained in a manner to prevent odors and any other 
unsanitary conditions in the family's unit and surrounding areas. 

Repeated and substantiated complaints by neighbors or Housing Authority personnel regarding 
pets disturbing the peace of neighbors through noise, odor, animal waste, damage to the premises, 
or other nuisance will result in the family having to remove the pet or move him/herself. 

DESIGNATION OF PET AREAS 

For complexes where no exterior, individual yard fences are provided. Pets must be kept in the 
owner's apartment or on a leash at all times when outside (no outdoor cages may be constructed). 
In some complexes, pets will be allowed only in designated areas. Pet owners must clean up after 
their pets and are responsible for disposing of pet waste. 

VISITING PETS 

Pet visitation is not allowed. 



RESIDENT ABSENCES FROM THE PREMISES 

When absent from the unit, families with dogs or cats shall be responsible for the housing of their 
pet(s) somewhere other than on the premises overnight or longer periods.  Families with pets shall 
have a standing arrangement, on file, with the Housing Authority providing for the care of pet(s)in 
the event that the family must leave their unit on an emergency basis. The arrangement will specify 
who will be responsible for assuring compliance with this provision. 

REMOVAL OF PETS 

The Housing Authority, or an appropriate community authority, shall require the removal of any 
pet from a project if the pet's conduct or condition is determined to be a nuisance, a threat to the 
health or safety of other occupants of the project or of other persons in the community where the 
project is located, or if the pet causes damage to the premises. 

Pet Deposit Schedule 

Unit type Cat Dog Aquarium Other Pet 

Carpeted $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 Up to $200.00 

No carpet $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 Up to $100.00 

Note: Deposit amount for “Other Pets” will we determined according to pet type and 
unit type. 

I have read and understand the Housing Authority’s “Rules for Pets or Animals”.  I agree to 
abide by all conditions stated in the above policy and I understand that a violation of any 
section of this policy may result in my pet approval being revoked and I may be required to 
permanently remove the pet/animal from the premises. 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Signature of Head of Household  Date Signature of Other Adult   Date 

__________________________________________
Housing Authority Representative  Date 
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